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Message to the Churches 
Adopted at the Biennial Meeting, May 2, 1935 

We have come to a decisive hour in the history 
of the Chinese Church. New situations, new influences, 
new problems, new dangers, confront us. No such 
challenge, no such opportunity, has up to this time 
faced Christianity in this land. Objectives must be 
more clearly defined, programs revised, methods 
revalued. 

Two things above all we must heed. First, we 
must consolidate and unify the Protestant forces as 
never before. If any incidental questions separate 
us, they should be cleared up. If on any essentials 
there are deep differences of opinion, we must still ask 
how we can act together in the things upon which 
we do agree. To perfect liberty of judgment we must 
join that love which will not permit us to be divided 
in heart and in action. We must present a united 
front. We must make plain that our Lord’s prayer is 
already beginning to be answered—that we are really 
one, and that no surrender of separate interests shall 
be counted too great in order to prove our unity to 
a still unbelieving world. 


But there is a yet deeper need. Our greatest lack 
is neither money nor men, but life. For the days 
ahead our watchword should be “A new and larger 
life.” We need a higher life, rising above the mists 
of doubt and fear, above the foothills of earlier 
achievement, up to the vision of the mount of God. 
We need a broader life—a life with Christ which shall 
extend over all realms and all activities. All life is 
to be made holy, every occupation sacred, all art, 
education, home life, industry, and society brought 
into accord with the ideals and spirit of Jesus. We 
must therefore have a deeper life—a life of closer and 
more continuous communion with God, a denial of 
sinful habits whether open or secret, a more compre- 
hensive and searching consecration, a more complete 
devotion and sacrifice. As one has well said, “We 
must go deeper before we can go farther’. Only as 
the members of the churches are filled with new faith, 
new passion, and new love, will organizations be 
effective and plans be carried to a successful con- 
clusion. 

Further, we need an advancing life, one that shall 
seize the opportunities before us, one that shall sweep 
us as churches and as individual Christians into a 
great forward movement. 

For this purpose we urge our people in the 
churches, or, where more convenient, in the schools, 
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hospitals and elsewhere, to gather in organized or in 
informal groups, where Christian experience may be 
shared and deepened and the incentives of intimate 
human fellowship may be added to our fellowship with 


God, and attentiveness to God. Such groups, each with. 


a spiritual uplift and each with a service project, 
may well bring to the front a new lay leadership and 
thus develop the inner strength of the Church. 


Great days are before us. We must “attempt great 
things for God and expect great things from God”. 


The Biennial Meeting of the NCC 


The tenth meeting of the NCC was held in the 
New Asia Hotel, Shanghai, from April 25 to May 2 
inclusive. The meeting was rendered notable by the 
presence of several leaders from abroad. The states- 
manlike utterances of Dr. John R. Mott, advisor and 
friend of the twenty-eight National Christian Councils 
that together form the Internationa! Missionary Coun- 
cil, set a high standard. His daily addresses on 
different aspects of the problem of Christian Coopera- 
tion made every one present more deeply conscious of 
the need of facing together our common task, and led 
some at least to realize that we must be prepared 
increasingly to pool our resources if we are to attain 
our major Christian objectives. 


The Council was fortunate also in having Dean 
Luther A. Weigle of Yale University with it through- 
out the meeting. He brings to the study of training 
workers for the ministry and for other forms of 
Church work a rich experience of many years. The 
serious and unhurried way in which he has entered 
upon this study in China inspires confidence in the 
value of his advice. 


Among the secretaries of the missionary societies 
present were two former missionaries, Dr. Frank T. 
Cartwright of the Methodist Episcopal Board and Dr. 
Wynn C. Fairfield of the American Board. The Rev. 
T. W. Douglas James of the English Presbyterian 
Mission, soon to proceed to London as Secretary of his 
Society was also present. 

Fraternal delegates from Japan were Dr. D. 
Tagawa, President of the Meiji Gakuin, Tokyo, and 
Dr. William Axling, Secretary of the NCC of Japan. 
Miss Leonette Warburton brought greetings from the 
NCC of the Philippine Islands. The delegate from 
the NCC of Korea was detained at the last moment. 

The four major themes of the meeting were con- 
sidered first by separate groups, and then by the 
meeting as a whole. The topics were: The training 
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of Christian workers; the relation of Youth to the 
Christian Movement; the place of the Christian Move- 
ment in China’s rural reconstruction; and the closer 
coordination of National Christian organizations. 


Discussions on the latter subject had been taking 
place during more than a year. A large measure of 
agreement had been reached before the meeting by 
the Executive Committees of the NCC and the China 
Christian Educational Association, and by the officers 
of the Council on Medical Missions of the Chinese 
Medical Association, and of the National Committees 
of the YMCA and YWCA. 


As a step toward the more effective coordination 
of the work of these bodies the Council decided to 
organize three commissions: a Commission on the Life 
and Work of the Churches, a Commission on Christian 
Education, and a Commission on Christian Medical 
Work, all within the framework of the NCC. The 
Executive Committee was left free to add other com- 
missions such as a Commission on Youth, or on Asso- 
ciation Work, should this prove desirable. 


There has long been need of a body to devote 
itself to the study of Church problems with the same 
earnestness and continuity that is being given by the 
Educational Association and the Medical Missions 
Council to their affairs. It is hoped that the step 
taken at this meeting in organizing a Commission on 
the Life and Work of the Churches may prove a 
definite forward step. The commission is to be com- 
posed primarily of church and mission administrators. 
It will afford a means for more united study and 
planning in regard to important questions with which 
they are all concerned. The Council is asked to secure 
a suitable secretary for the commission. The success 
of the commission’s work will depend to a very large 
extent upon the qualifications of the person chosen. 
It is also hoped that adequate provision will be made 
on the commission for lay representation. 


The discussion on leadership training centered 
round the work of the deputation that has been visiting 
different theological and bible training schools. Dr. 
Chester S. Miao reported for the Commission. Both 
he and Dean Weigle made clear, however, that their 
reports were provisional and that final conclusions 
must await the outcome of the important conference 
called by the National Committee on Christian Religi- 
ous Education to meet in Kuling July 18-28. This Con- 
ference is to be attended by representatives of the 
theological colleges, by Mission and Church adminis- 
trators and by members of the NCCRE. Arrange- 
ments are in the hands of Rev. Ronald D. Rees. 


Several members of the representative group 
which drafted the recommendations on rural work 
came fresh from an important rural institute, held in 
Tunghsien under the auspices of the North China 
Christian Rural Service Union. This group had before 
it a communication from the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel, New York, regarding a number of mis- 
sionary candidates who have bound themselves 
together under the name of the “Hartford Missionary 
Fellowship”. This is an interdenominational group 
of young people desirous of locating together in some 


rural area. The Council’s advice was asked as to 
whether there is an opportunity for work of this kind 
in China at the present time. After full consideration 
and hearty appreciation of interest on the part of 
the Council, the matter was referred of the Executive 
Committee to seek fuller information in regard to the 
proposal. 

The fourth group brought in a series of proposals 
in regard to Youth and the Church. These look to the 
calling some time during 1936 of a national consulta- 
tion of Youth workers. The subject of the relation 
of Youth and the Church is one of such primary im- 
portance to the future of the Christian Movement in 
China that it was felt that very thorough work needs 
to be done during the coming year in preparation for 
such a national gathering, if it is to be of any real 
value. 


The biennial meeting listened to a carefully pre- 
pared report by Dr. H. H. Tsui, who during the past 
few years has been the secretary on the staff of the 
NCC primarily responsible for work in connection 
with the Five Year Movement. Dr. Tsui’s report was 
based on a questionnaire seeking information in 
regard to the definite advance traceable to the Five 
Year Movement. He also laid before the meeting 
certain proposals made by a committee appointed by 
the Executive Committee to propose plans for the con- 
tinuance of the movement. The meeting was unani- 
mous in regard to the desirability of continuing the 
movement. It left, however, to the Executive Com- 
mittee and the several commissions and committees 
the working out of more detailed plans as to the ways 
in which the movement can most helpfully be pro- 
secuted in this next period. 


It is customary at these meetings to elect officers 
for the succeeding two years. Dr. Yi-fang Wu, who 
has served as one of the two vice-chairmen of the 
Council during the past four years, was elected Chair- 
man for the next biennium, Bishop Herbert Welch 
and Mr. S. C. Leung were elected vice-chairmen, and 
Dr. John Y. Lee, Honorary Treasurer. 


Three members of the staff handed in their 
resignations at the meeting: Mr Lobenstine because 
of his early departure from China, Mr. Chang Fu-liang 
owing to his inability to leave his present position 
as Director of the Rural Welfare Work of the National 
Economic Council in Kiangsi, and Mr. T. H. Sun in 
view of his duties as editor of “The Christian Farmer”. 
All three resignations were regretfully accepted. The 
hope was expressed that Mr. Lobenstine might be able 
to return to after a period abroad. In the meantime 
he has agreed to represent the Council as an honorary 
secretary. 

Financially the Council has completed another 
year meeting all its expenses and carrying forward a 
balance of $2,702.72. The total expenditures for the 
year were $57,196.65 instead of $65,170. budgeted. The 
lower scale of expenditure was due, unfortunately, to 
the failure of the Council to secure a general secret- 
ary and to fill the vacancy made by the retirement of 
Dr. Y. Y. Tsu, and the absence on leave during the 
past year of Messrs. Fu-liang Chang and T. H. Sun. 
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The spirit of the meeting throughout was excel- 
lent. The feeling was generally expressed that this 
biennial meeting marks a further stage in the progress 
of Christian copperative effort in China. The meeting 
was marked by a general spirit of confident faith in 
the face of changing conditions and fresh difficulties. 


The Council on Medical Missions Moves Forward 


The Council on Medical Missions of the Chinese 
Medical Association has recently addressed a letter 
to its constituency drawing their attention of the fact 
that a new stage in their work is opening owing to 
important measures being taken by the Central Govern- 
ment concering public health and preventive 
medicine. China’s public health officials recognize 
how important to all schemes for national health service 
are the mission hospitals. They are most anxious to 
draw the hospitals within the general lines of the 
work they are building up. The Council on Medical 
Missions feels that such cooperation will widen the 
influence of the mission hospitals and that it need 


in no way interfere with the evangelistic work they 
do. 


The letter further states that the older method of 
conducting all or most of the activities of a medical 
mission within the four walls of the hospital is rapidly 
becoming obsolete. It quotes evidence from all parts 
of the country of the urge felt by medical missionaries 
to get out to the people. The Council on Medical 
Missions therefore regards the time as fully ripe for 
very serious consideration of the changes of policy in 


medical mission work and finds urgent need for fuller 
coordination and cooperation. 


The Council has recently taken an important 
action in extending an invitation to Dr. Edward H. 
Hume to return to China in the autumn of this year 
to represent it in seeking to relate the mission hospitals 
more closely to one another to the Churches with which 
they are affiliated, to the communities in which they 
are placed, and to the public health authorities of the 
Government. Dr. Hume, who has been spending the 
past year in China at the invitation of Dr. F. C. Yen, 
and who has traveled widely in China visiting mission 
hospitals, has accepted this czll. After a brief trip 
to America, he expects to return to China in the early 
autumn. Dr Hume has concurrently accepted the 
invitation extended to him by Dr. J. Heng Liu, the 
head of the Ministry of Health, to serve as an advisor 
in that Ministry. He will thus serve as a liaison officer 
between the Counci! on Medical Missions, the mission 
hospitals, and the Ministry of Health in connection 
with the Government’s health program. Dr. Hume’s 
expenses are being provided through the Council on 
Medical Missions by a special grant from the Davison 
Fund, New York. While planning to reside in China 
during most of the next three years Dr. Hume hopes to 
make an annual trip to America in order to further 
plans for the proposed Central Medical Missions 


Bureau in New York, of which he is the Secretary- 
designate. 


The action of the biennial meeting in inviting the 
Council on Medical Missions to serve as the NCC’s 
Commission on Medical Work brings Dr. Hume as the 
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representative of that Council into very close relations 
with the staff of the NCC, with which he will meet 
regularly when in Shanghai. 


The Five Year Movement 


Whereas the Five Year Movement has already 
made some marked contributions to the enrichment 
of the life of many churches throughout the country; 


Whereas in many places the Movement is still in 
the process of development; 


Whereas a full presentation of the evangelistic 
message is especially needed at the present time, a 
time both favorable and challenging; 


Whereas a keen desire for the continuation of 
such work has been clearly expressed by many 
churches, and 


Whereas the practical help given by the National 
Christian Council in this connection is sincerely 
appreciated and further services demanded from it by 
a large portion of its constituency; be it therefore 
resolved :— 

1. That the National Christian Council urge the 
Christian forces of the country to continue the activi- 
ties initiated and developed during the period of the 
Five Year Movement, and lend its assistance to fur- 
thering united efforts along these lines; 

2. That the Biennial Meeting again call upon 
the churches, Christian colleges and schools and other 
Christian organizations of the country to re-dedicate 
themselves in an earnest effort to encourage each 
communicant member of the Church to win at least 
one other person for Christ each year; 

8. That the churches put special emphasis on 
Evangelism, Training for Service, and Christian 
Stewardship; 

4. That Youth, Home, School and Rural Areas be 
looked upon as special fields of work to be emphasized 
in the next effort; 

5. That detailed methods as to the carrying out 
of the emphases recommended in given areas be left 
to the local body concerned, thus making it a local 

rogram; 
: — That the incoming executive committee be 
asked to entrust the continuation of the work of the 
Five Year Movement to the Commission on the Life 
and Work of the Churches or to some other committees 
which will carry forward the work. 

7. That the balance of the Five Year Movement 
funds be used for the continuation of the work begun 
by the movement. 


Letter to the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America 


The Council desires to place on record its appre- 
ciation of the coming to China of Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, 
President of the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, bearing the greetings of the 
Federal Council. We welcome the message from your 
Council, which he has brought, and the opportunity 
which his visit afforded of becoming better acquainted 
with the work of your Council. 


Although Dr. Holt’s visit to this country was 
confined to a few months, he has made many friends 
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amongst us, and through his preaching Sunday by 
Sunday in Community Church, his radio and other 
addresses on many occasions, both in Shanghai and 
other cities, he has reached a large number of people. 

We trust that this is but the beginning of more 
frequent opportunities of fellowship in the future 
between members of your Council and our own. We 
appreciate the invitation extended to Mr. Lobenstine 
through Dr. Holt to meet your Executive Committee 
in the autumn of this year. He will carry with him 
the hearty greetings of our Council and our prayers 
for the important work which the Federal Council is 
doing in these days of vast change and enlarging op- 
portunity. 

Leadership Training 

I. The Crisie 

We believe that a crisis is confronting the Chris- 
tian Church in China to-day due to the decrease in 
the number of consecrated, capable, and well-educated 
candidates for the Christian ministry. And we call 
upon all of our constituent churches and cooperating 
missions to rethink this entire situation in view of 
the study recently made and to prepare to cooperate 
with others in meeting the needs revealed in that 
study. 
II. Church Membership and Voluntary Service 


1. We recognize that one major cause of the 
unsatisfactory situation in education for the Christian 
Ministry to-day is the condition of the Church itself. 
A large number of educated and talented Christian 
men and women in secular occupations and even in 
Christian organizations have never caught the vision 
of the service they might render within the Church. 
We therefore issue a call to all Christians in China 
—especially those who have been blessed by God with 
education, positions, or material means—to take their 
places along with the ignorant and the humble and 
the poor as active and responsible members of local 
churches. At the same time we call on our affiliated 
organizations to study anew with the churches the 
meaning of the “Church-centric principle” in the 
whole plan of cooperation within the Christian move- 
ment. 

2. There is need for more capable consecrated 
voluntary workers both men and women in our church- 
es, because 

(1) If the Church is to become indigenous in 
China it must have a large number of intelligent and 
enthusiastic members who are willing and able to 
take responsibility. 

(2) The bearing of Christian responsibility is 
necessary for the deepening of the spiritual life of 
both the voluntary workers themselves and the church- 
es within which they work. 

(3) Only by increased use of consecrated volun- 


tary workers can the church carry on its work on a 


self-supporting basis, especially in rural areas. 

3 We urge all of our constituent churches to 
give renewed attention to finding more adequate 
methods of enlisting, training, and supervising volun- 
tary church workers. 

(1) Enlistment. We recommend that a clear dis- 


tinction be made between ordinary adult religious 
education for all church members and special train- 
ing for volunteer workers in the church. The latter 
should be selected from those who have approved 
themselves to the local church both as to Christian 
character and natural ability, and are recommended 
by the church authorities for special training for 
specific kinds of church work. Merely calling for 
volunteers or inviting Christians to enter training 
classes or asking the congregation to elect are all 
inadequate methods of securing these candidates for 
training. 

(2) Training. a. The place of training should be 
as near as possible to the home environment of the 
students. 

b. The courses should be so arranged as not to 
take the students from their own work for too long 
a period of time. Care should be taken not to give 
them the idea that they can expect paid work with 
the church after taking training. 

c. The courses should be simple but based on 
the best scholarship. There is great need of better 
materials for this work. Intimate shared living of 
teachers and students is of the utmost importance. 
Practical work done under direction and learning by 
doing should have an important part in the curriculum. 

d. The teachers should be the best obtainable. 
In most cases this would mean the leading pastors 
and missionaries with such outside help as may be 
available. Where possible interdenominational co- 
operation is desirable. 

e. The cost of the training should be as far as 
possible derived from local sources and the students 
should be taught the ideas of service, sacrificial 
giving and self support. 

(3) Supervision. a. It is essential to this plan 
for the use of voluntary workers that the initial period 
of training should be followed up by adequate supervi- 
sion. The service of voluntary workers should be 
planned and supervised. 

b. One of the major tasks of the pastor in 
charge of a district is to find, enlist, train, and then 
supervise the work of these voluntary workers. This 
learning by doing under supervision may very easily 
become the most important factor in our whole pro- 
gram of lay training, but only on condition that the 
pastor learns how to do this work of supervision well. 

e. Short courses and retreats should be organized 
from time to time for these voluntary workers to 
enable them to share experiences and through thought 
and prayer enter more deeply into their tasks. 

4. Women and young people offer an immense 
potential source of voluntary leadership waiting to 
be enlisted and trained. We urge that in our program 
for the training of voluntary workers special attention 
be given to an adequate plan for enlisting, training 
and supervising the work of women and young people 
in Sunday schools, mass education work, home im- 
provement, work for children, village welfare, etc. 


III. Full-time Ministry 


1. The Need. There is need in China for a 
higher conception of the ministry. The grade of men 
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needed should have at least a senior middle school 
education followed by four years of education for 
the Christian ministry. The training should differ 
depending upon whether they plan to serve in eity 
or country, but the standard of training should 80 
far as possible be the same. Such churches as may 
be able to employ men with graduate * in 
theology should be encouraged to do 80. 


Many rural churches will be unable to support 
the above grade of men on a self-supporting basis 
until thé church system is reorganized making larger 
use of voluntary workers trained and supervised by 
the paid worker. Yet the difficulty of rural work, the 
nature of the work of the rural pastor, and the large 
number of better educated young people seeking to 
serve the rural population of China in sacrificial ways 
leads us to believe that we should strive for no lower 
standard than the above for the rural ministry. 


2. Enlistment. We recommend that Christian 
middle schools should as far as possible provide 
avenues of service for Christian students. The local 
churches should cooperate as far as possible with 
middle schools to provide Christian students with 
scope and opportunity for volunteer service. 


3. Training. We agree with the general em- 
phasis of the study of leadership training recently 
made that all of our theological education needs to 
become more practical and closer to the actual life 
of the churches. At the same time we call attention 
to the fact that the nature of the training will be 
vitally affected especially in regard to rural workers 
by the present tendency to depend on voluntary work- 
ers for local services, so that a major function of 
the district pastor is that of supervisor and helper of 
the voluntary workers. 


4. Placing. We would ask our constituent 
churches to examine afresh the question of how to 
secure the employment of the best trained and higher 
paid ministers, in the light of the present tendency 
to substitute for them lower grade men. We urge 
that every effort be made to call as pastors and 
church leaders the very best qualified men even at 
the cost of great financial] strain and sacrifice. 


5. Continuous Training. We also urge our con- 
stituent churches to provide opportunities for young 
ministers in service to continue their study by means 
of definite courses with periodical examinations and 
— a period of years a leave of absence for further 
study. 


Rural Work 


A resolution regarding the Hartford Missionary 
Fellowship was referred to incoming Executive Com- 
mittee. 

I. Regarding the Lichwan Project: 

Since the Lichwan project of the Kiangsi Chris- 
tian Rural Service Union was launched by the NCC 
and is a Christian cooperative undertaking; and since 
it is also a venture in cooperation between the church 
and government individuals and organizations so that 
its success or failure may greatly affect future rela- 
tions: and since it has great possibilities as a poten- 
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tial training center for Christian youth; and since 


me project is at present in dire need of able leader- 
ship, 

VOTED (a) that the leading Christian institu- 
tions be urged to give direct and concrete aid in provid- 
ing the needed leadership. * 

(b) that the Rural Life Department of the 
NCC be asked to give special attention and aid to 
the project, especially in the securing of personnel. 


II. Regarding the development of the rural church: 


VOTED that the following general principles be 
adopted: 

a. The central emphasis should be laid on Chris- 
tian homes and the fellowship of Christian individuals 
and families in the village, organized under local 
voluntary leaders, or perhaps, in the case of a large 
village, under a pastor called and supported by the 
group. 

b. A group of such village Christian units in a 
natural community of villages, or larger rural area, 
would from a parish or pastoral district. A parish of 
several villages and of several hundred members 
should, we believe, be self-supporting, with a salaried 
pastor and woman worker, giving full-time service. 
As the membership increases, the number of parishes 
would increase and the size of the parishes decrease. 
We would call attention to the possibility of “payment 
in kind”, i.e. payment of salaries in farm products, 
etc., instead of money. 

e. Provision should be made, in each larger 
church district or province, for a service team, inter- 
denominational if possible, of specialized advisors, whose 
chief work would be to cooperate with the rural par- 
ishes in experiment, supervision and training. 

d. In view of the fact that rural Christians are 
often thinly scattered through the villages, the program 
suggested above may not be easily and quickly put 
into operation in these places. In such Church areas, 
we recommend a concentrated effort in a few of the 
most hopeful districts, so as to form a demonstration 
and basis for development along the line of the prin- 
ciples stated above. 


III. Regarding the rural work of the NCC: 


1. VOTED that in view of the urgent need for 
cooperation and leadership in the field of Christian 
rural service, that the Executive Committee be urged 
to secure without delay a rural secretary for the 
Council. 

2. VOTED that the Council complete the organ- 
ization of its Rural Life Committee which during the 
next biennium should lay special emphasis upon the 
following: 

a. A comprehensive study of the rural church 
situation throughout the country and the publication 
of a newsletter for rural workers. 

b. Assistance to rural service unions and church 
groups in their service and training programs. 

e. Fostering a more definite relationship and 
closer cooperation between the stronger churches in 
the large cities and the Christian groups in the rural 
districts. 
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Narcotics 


We note with interest and gratification that the 
National Government has taken drastic measures 
against narcotics with a view to their progressive 
elimination, except for medicinal purposes. We are 
gratified, too, that the Government is making wide- 
spread efforts to enable addicts to throw off their 
bondage. In view of the fact that the extreme penalty 
is to be demanded of obdurate addicts as well as 
traffickers, it behoves Christians to do all they can no 
make the campaign a success. We would especially 
remind the Christians 12 China that no such campaign 
can be a success unless there is behind it a strong 
force of public opinion. While the responsibility for 
this campaign rightly rests on the Government, never- 
theless, Christians should do all in their power to 
assist it. The following recommendations are there- 
fore made to the biennial meeting of the National 
Christian Council. 


I. Memorial to the National Government 


Resolved: (1) That the National Christian 
Council convey to Gen. Chiang Kai-shek an expression 
of its desire to aid in this campaign wherever pos- 
sible. and (2) That the National Christian Council 
recommend to the National Government that steps be 
taken to include in school text-books, particularly of 
the lower grades, suitable material setting forth the 
injurious effects of narcotics on personal health and 
the national well-being of China, with a view to pre- 
venting, so far as possible, the addiction of youths to 
the ranks of the already large number of addicts; 
and with a view to putting indulgence in narcotics 
under the ban of public disapproval. 

II. To foreign governments and authorities 


Whereas.— The difficulties of the National Govern- 
ment of China in uprooting the narcotic evil in China 
are greatly augmented by the presence of foreign 
traffickers in narcotics in China and; 

Whereas.—The apprehension of such foreign 
traffickers is rendered more difficult through the 
operation of extraterritoriality; 

Therefore be it resolved that the National Christ- 
ian Council write to foreign governments and authori- 
ties and urge them to do all possible to assist the 
National Government in apprehending such traffickers. 
Ill. To Christian institutions and churchcs 

Resolved: (1) That the National Christian 
Council recommend to Christian hospitals that they 
assist the Government in every way possible in aiding 


addicts to take advantage of the opportunities offered | 


for a cure, and, if possible, that they increase their 
own facilities along this line. 

(2) That the National Christian Council urge 
Christian schools to see that instruction is given their 
pupils in the dangers of indulgence in narcotics; that 
the Council prepare and distribute among the schools 
a list of books bearing on this menace; and, if necess- 
ary, take steps to have a statement anent the dangers 
of narcotics prepared for use by teachers in Christian 
schools. Particular emphasis should be laid on the 
fact that heroin, cocaine, morphia and other habit- 
forming drugs are just as noxious as opium. 


(3) That church papers be urged to publish 
articles about the anti-opium campaign, the evils of 
narcotics and news items in regard to the progress 
of the campaign. 


(4) That whereas in many provinces the plant- 
ing of the poppy has already been made illegal, 
Christian churches and institutions therein should 
take steps to see that the farmers in their districts 
know and understand the law and the new regulations. 


(5) That inasmuch as June 3 is the Anti- 
Narcotic day for the Nation, the churches and Christ- 
ian schools should take advantage of Sunday, June 2 
for a special anti-narcotic campaign. 


(6) That the churches in China be urged to 
study their membership with a view to ascertaining 
whether any members either indulge in the use of 
narcotics or engage in plantation and in traffic 
therein. If such be found the churches should do all 
they can to bring the opportunities for cure to the 
attention of those members and should also take steps 
to dissociate Christians from plantation, traffic, and 
addiction. 


Youth 


In view of the great opportunities among Youth 
in China today, a need which the Christian forces 
have hardly begun to meet or are only attempting to 
meet by agencies largely independent of one another; 
for the sake also of the health and effectiveness of 
the Church itself which God is calling to a great 
adventure through these coming years, we believe 
that a far clearer vision and a far greater measure 
of cooperation is necessary that His will may be done. 


We therefore recommend: 


1. That there should be a national consultation, 
small in numbers, of those concerned in work with 
Youth in China, in which there would be represented 
youth departments of the Churches, College and 
Middle School principals and teachers, the YMCA, the 
YWCA, the SCM, and other agencies. 


2. That this consultation be held in about a 
year’s time and be prepared for by a careful study of 
what is being done by Churches and other Christian 
agencies, of the gaps in our work or the areas hardly 
occupied, and of the real needs of Youth that urgently 
require to be met. 


3. That in order to make our work more realistic 
and effective the field of Youth be defined and sub- 
divided. We suggest that proper attention be given 
to Youth at different stages of development from the 
ages of twelve to thirty (i.e. from adolescence to early 
married life). We suggest also that proper regard 
be paid to the setting of their lives whether in school 
or out of school, in a rural or city environment. Within 
these subdivisions the alumni of Christian schools are 
a group that presents an urgent challenge. 

4. That a serious effort be made at this time to 
deal with the urgent need for recruiting and training 
men and women for this work with Youth who have 
skill as well as enthusiasm to do it. This applies to 


the training of missionaries as well as to the training 


of Chinese workers. 
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5. That this national consultation deal not only 
with the promotion of programs but with the effective 
presentation of the Christian message so as to meet 
the deepest needs and call out the loyalty and devo- 
tion of Youth in China today. 

6. That the work of preparation for this con- 
sultation be left in the hands of the NCC and delegated 
to the most appropriate department, and that the 
Student Christian Movement be asked to appoint a 
representative to cooperate with the NCC in setting 
up this Consultation. 

7. That meanwhile all Churches and organiza- 
tions connected with the NCC be urged to organize 
themselves for a forward movement, by the establish- 
ment of Youth departments and secretaries or the 
utilization of existing agencies, drawing in young people 
themselves to share as fully as possible in the work 
and in the organization for it. 


Cooperation 
Closer Coordination of the National Christian Organizations. 
Preamble 

We believe: 

(a) That one of tHe primary functions of the 
NCC is to serve as a coordinating body and that this 
aspect of its work needs to be especially emphasized 
at this time. 


(b) That the purpose of the Council “in foster- 


ing and expressing the fellowship and unity of the 


Christian Church in China” will be greatly furthered 
by a clearer recognition of the interdependence of the 
Churches and the national Christian organizations, 
and by the adoption of plans to enable each to make 
its fullest contribution to the Christian movement as 
a whole. 


(c) That the central position of the Church in 
the Christian movement will be greatly strengthened 
by the formation of some organization within the 
framework of the Council that will do in the distinc- 
tively church field what the China Christian Educa- 
tional Association and the Council on Medical Mis- 
sions are doing in their respective fields. 


(d) That certain changes in the method of the 
Council’s working are accordingly desirable at this 
time and are herewith proposed. 


These do not require any constitutional change 
but are covered by Article IX of the Council's con- 
stitution on “Cooperation between NCC and other 
National Christain Organizations which reads: 


“In order to coordinate and relate most effectively 
ta the churches the work of national Christian organ- 
izations that are members of the Council the Execu- 
tive Committee shall be free to enter into special 
relations with any of them; the practical methods of 
such relations to be determined by the Executive Com- 
mittee from time to time in consultation with each 
organization, and may vary with the different organ- 
izations.” 


The Proposal 
1. Commissions 


(1) It is recommended that there be the follow- 
ing Commissions: 
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a. A Commission on the Life and Work of the 
Churches. This commission shall be composed prim- 
arily of church and mission administrators of bodies 
cooperating with the NCC. Administrators of other 
church bodies or missions may be invited to its meet- 
ings. 

b. A Commission on Christian Education. The 
China Christian Educational Association shall be 
invited to function as this commission. 

e. A Commission on Christian Medical Work. 
The Council on Medical Missions of the Chinese 
Medical Association shall be invited to function as 
this commission.* 

The Executive Committee shall be authorized to 
set up such other commissions as may become desir- 
able, subject to review at the next biennial meeting, 
and shall work out the details of the relationship 
among the several commissions. 

(2) a Each commission shall devote itself to 
those tasks with which it is most directly concerned 
and most competent to deal. 

b. Each commission shall exercise a general 
measure of autonomy in the management of its own 
affairs while being closely related to, and cooperating 
with, the other commissions and standing committees 
of the NCC to the fullest possible degree. 

e. Each commission shall make an annual report 
to the Council, including a financial statement. 

d. Each commission shall be adequately repre- 
sented on the Executive Committee of the NCC with 
the understanding that the majority of the committee 
shall be chosen from the church appointed delegates. 


e. The Executive Secretary of each commission 
shall be invited to serve as a member of the staff of 
the NCC. 


2. The Council 

(a) The Council shall correlate the activities and 
budgets of its commissions, direct the work of such 
Standing and Special Committees as may be needed 
and perform the other functions set forth in the con- 
stitution of the NCC. 

(b) The secretarial staff of the NCC shall in- 
clude a General Secretary, an executive secretary of 
each commission, and such other secretaries for whole 
or part time as the work entrusted to the Council may 
demand. 

(c) There shall be prepared an annual budget 
which shall cover the work of the Council as a whole, 
including that of the commissions. 

(d) The Council shall arrange for regular joint 
meetings of the staffs of the NCC and of its commis- 
sions to be held at frequent intervals. 

These changes in the method of the Council's 
functioning are proposed as an experiment during the 


*It should be clearly understood that this proposal in 
no way detracts from or interferes with the autonomy of 
the CCEA and the Council on Medical Missions. It is pro- 
posed to bring these bodies, already in full affiliation with 
the NCC, into a closer cooperation with the work of the 
Council as a whole. The proposal has already been given 
general approval by the executive authorities of these two 
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next biennium. The Executive Committee shall review 
the work of the Council as a whole at a semi-annual 
meeting not less than six months before the next 
biennial meeting and shall propose to the members 
or organizations of the Council, three months before 
that meeting, any amendments to the Council’s con- 
stitution it may consider desirable. 


B. Other Recommendations 

1. That the Council make provision for the con- 
tinuance of the work begun by the Special Commis- 
sion on Program and Cooperation through entrusting 
this task to the incoming Executive Committee. 


2. That the Council request the missionary socie- 
ties abroad, through the Committee or Reference and 
Counsel in New York and the corresponding bodies in 
Great Britain and on the Continent, to make clear to 
their representatives in China their desire for a far 
larger measure of cooperation and their whole-hearted 
support of the National Christian Council in taking 
the initiative in raising and pressing these questions. 


3. That the Council approve of the furthering of 
city and regional cooperative agencies and undertake 
through its incoming Executive Committee to promote 
the consideration of their possible formation where 
they do not already exist, with the understanding that 
the policies finally adopted must carry the approval 
of the churches and other bodies and institutions con- 
cerned, 

4. That the Council request the incoming Execu- 
tive Committee to continue with the program for co- 
operation-in-Chekiang and the Shanghai area as 
initiated by the outgoing Special Commission on Pro- 
gram and Cooperation. 


Following the adoption of these recommendations 
a special committee composed of church-elected re- 
presentatives in the Council was appointed to draft the 
form of organization of the new Commission on Life 
and Work of the Churches, and their report was 
adopted as follows: 


Commission on the Life and Work of the Churches 


1. That the 31 members of this Committee con- 
stitute provisionally the Commission on the Life and 
Work of the Churches, to hold their places till a per- 
manent Commission is elected. 

2. The functions of the Commission shall be the 
matters formerly connected with the Five Years’ 
Movement, and such other matters as may be com- 
mitted to it by the Executive of the NCC. 

3. That we request the NCC to allocate one of 
its secretaries to be executive secretary of the Com- 
mission. 

4. That the following be appointed members of 
the Executive Committee: — 


Rev. E. H. Ballou . 
Rev. T. C. Bau Bapt. Che, 
Dr. C. V. Cheng 
Rev. V. C. Ching : 
Rev. S. S. Chu C. of C. C. 
Bishop John Curtis 
Rev. A. A. Conibear Meth. Eng. 

Rev. C. K. Lee Hsingtao Hui 


Miss K. F. Lee Meth, Epis. Shanghai 
Miss Nina Stallings Meth, Epis. S. Soochow 
Mr. A. T. L. Tsen C. H. S. K. II. Nanking 
Bishop Herbert Welch Meth. Epis. Shanghai 


5. That the Executive be authorized to work out 
the other questions regarding the formation of the 
Commission, and report to the Executive of the NCC 
for further action. | 


That information as to the actions of the Com- 
mission on Life and Work of the Churches be sent 
out for information to all concerned. 


Other Resolutions 


Proportion of Women delegates 


That this Council call the attention of the 
churches to the advisability of appointing a larger pro- 
portion of women to the Council. 


Holding Body for Church Property 


The following request was referred to the incom- 
ing Executive Committee: 


That we ask the National Christian Council to take 
the initiative in getting information regarding the pos- 
sibilities of church property being turned over to a 
holding body, and as to what the requirements of the 
Chinese government would be in order that such a 
holding body be recognized as the legal owner of 
church property. 


Interneship 


A resolution regarding interneships for the train- 
ing of evangelistic workers was referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee. en 


Better Motion Pictures 


The Council calls attention of its constituency to 
the appointment by the Executive Committee of a Com- 
mittee on Better Motion Pictures. This Committee 
is seeking to find how the harmful influences of the 
motion picture industry may be avoided and advantage 
taken of the immense educational opportunities which 
the moving picture affords. 

Radio 

Voted to instruct the incoming Executive to con- 

sider how best to take advantage of the new opportuni- 


ties for the spread of Christian truth through the use 


of the radio. 


Resignations from the Staff 

Rev. E. C. Lobenstine 

The National Christian Council has learned with 
deep regret of the resignation of Rev. Edwin Carlyle 
Lobenstine from the staff of the Council. While it 
recognizes the cogency of the reasons which have led 
Mr. Lobenstine to this step, it cannot but view with 
deep feeling the termination of a relation which has 
extended over so many years and with such benefit to 
the cause of Christian cooperation in China. In 1912 
when a visit was anticipated from the Chairman of the 
Edinburgh Missionary Conference, Dr. Mott, to carry 
out in China the resolutions of its Continuation Com- 
mittee, Mr. Lobenstine was asked to assume charge of 


the preparations for that visit, including the calling 


of regional conferences and a national conference out 
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of which came the China Continuation Committee. At 
the first meeting of this Committee he and Dr. Cheng 
Ching-yi were chose as its secretaries and they 
continued in that capacity until the birth in 1922 of 
its successor, the National Christian Council. Upon 
the organization of the Council he was asked to join 
its staff as a secretary, in which capacity he has con- 
tinued until the present time. 


His very responsible relation to national co- 
operative efforts in the Christian church thus covers 
a period of twenty-three years. The relation has been 
notable not only for its length but for its quality. 
For this Mr. Lobenstine’s character and abilities have 
been responsible. Possessed of great physical energy, 
gifted with a fertile mind, and with great spiritual 
force, he has dedicated these endowments with single- 
minded purpose to the welfare of the Council and the 
Churches and Christian institutions which it seeks to 
serve. He has secured an unequalled acquaintance 
with the Christian leadership of China. His at- 
tendance at meetings of the International Missionary 
Council and of the cooperative bodies of missionary 
societies in Great Britain, the Continent and North 
America have brought him into the most intimate 
relations with the leaders of the organizations whose 
support of the enterprise in China is vital and he has 
been recognized by them as a potent advocate of 
cooperative projects. Throughout this period his 
service has been rendered as a free gift to the Council. 
In the service of the Council he has been seconded by 
Mrs. Lobenstine, whose gracious personality and 
generous hospitality have made his home an invalu- 
able means of fellowship, both for members of the 
Council and for countless visitors to the shores of 
China. 


We, as members of the Council, wish to place on 
record our deep appreciation of these consecrated, 
loyal and efficient services, of the leadership which 
has been afforded, and the advances which have been 
made under this leadership. We are confident that 
the withdrawal of Mr. Lobenstine from China at this 
time will not result in any diminution of his interest 
in the Council and its work, and we believe that as 
Honorary Secretary of the Council, he will continue 
to render all the service within his power. In what- 
ever work he undertakes we shall follow him with our 
earnest prayers that God's richest blessing may rest 
upon him. 


Mr. F. L. Chang 
The NCC has heard with regret the resignation 


of Mr. Chang Fu-liang as a secretary of the Council 


in order to continue his work of Rural Reconstruction 
in Kiangse in connection with the National Economic 
Council. Mr. Chang became a voting member of the 
National Christian Council in 1926 and joined its 
staff as Rural Work Secretary in 1928. His successful 
discharge of this responsibility made him the inevit- 
able choice for the initiation of a great national 


experiment. In this choice the Council saw the 


logical fulfilment of some of its plans for the improve- 
ment of the rural life of China and therefore agreed 
to loan him for a limited period for this purpose. The 
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success nttained ts this experiment is a testimony to 
the wisdom of the Counci' in its original selection of 
Mr. Chang for its service, and we are constrained 
to believe that his continuance in its leadership is 
in line with the purposes of God. We reluctantly 
submit to the severance of a direct relation with the 
Council's staff in view of the fact that no definite date 
can be set for the termination of his present task and 
the need for the Council to appoint a successor. We 
are assured of Mr. Chang’s support and advice in his 
new post. We congratulate him on the opportunity 
which confronts him and we pray God's richest blessing 
upon him in all the responsible work. 


Mr. T. H. Sun 

Mr. Sun En-san came to the National Christian 
Council for editorial work in 1928. He speedily 
proved his capacity in other lines and was made an 
Assistant Secretary and then full secretary of the 
Council. Scholarly in habit, endowed with fine literary 
gifts and marked ability in conference and upon the 
platform, a brilliant interpreter, he became at once 
an acceptable leader in several spheres. Modest and 
cooperative, he has subordinated himself to the neces- 
sities of the work. The Council’s emphasis upon the 
urgency of a literate church membership attracted his 
interest and service. To the attainment of this vision 
he dedicated his talents. The call to the editorship 
of the “Christian Farmer” as an aid to this attainment 
was a logical result, and the success of the enterprise 
is the occasion of his resignation at this time. In 
releasing him, the Council recognizes that he is under- 
taking a task which is vital to its own program and 
believes that he is rendering as effective aid to that 
program as his continuance upon its own staff might 
afford. We pledge him our confidence and coopera- 
tion, and will continue to bear him up in our prayers 
that he may be able to achieve beyond our highest 
expectations. 


Home Week Materials for 1935 


A program for rural homes is being planned to 
last through the year with emphasis on parent educa- 
tion. A group of rural workers is preparing the 
materials to be issued by the Committee on the Home. 
These materials will consist of: 

1. A pamphlet by Miss Irma Highbaugh on “The 
Attitude of Christian Parents toward their Children”. 

2. A pamphlet by Dr. Viola Lantz on “Maternity We- 
Hare.“ 

3. Health Posters in simple designs suitable for wide 
distribution, dealing with Trachoma, “The Fly Menace”, 
“Cleanliness of Children”. 

4. Songs selected by the NCC Rural Homes Committec: 

“T want a good home” (Yao Hao Chia Ting) 
“Song for girls” (Kwei Nu Ko) 

5. Scrolls written by Dr. Wu Lei-chuan of Yenching 
University. 

6. Program Materials. 

The pamphlet contains two separate programs for rural 


homes, each covering a full year. One very simple, the 
other more elaborate. 

All materials to be published by the Christian Literature 
Society, 128 Museum Road, Shanghai. Price twenty-fior 
cents for the set. 
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